
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 Society for Photographic Education 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: Kelli Connell / Double Life: Thirteen Years 

Your Project Summary: Kelli Connell / Double Life: Thirteen Years is an exhibition organized by SPE and 

will circulated throughout the US following the exhibition's opening at SPE in Cleveland, OH (January 13, 

2017 - April 14, 2017), including a venue at the Prichard Art Gallery, University of Idaho. The exhibition is 

comprised of large-scale, archival framed, color photographs (30x40" and 36x48"), with an introductory 

text panel, labels, and full-color brochure. Educational programming includes a public lecture. 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided some evidence throughout 

the application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $4000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Shin Yu Pai      
(Seattle, WA) 

Ernest Disney-Britton 
(Indianapolis, IN) 

Al Jacobsen 
(Pittsburgh, PA) 

Leah Bowe                
(St. Paul, MN) 

Giuseppe Taurino 
(Houston, TX) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: I recommend partial CAC funding for Society for Photographic Education's exhibit Kelli Connell 

/ Double Life: Thirteen Years. While I feel that the general mission of the Society falls very well in line with 

the CAC's standards for funding, I didn't get the sense that this specific project does. While I agree that 

SPE is benefitting the public via providing arts programming, this exhibit includes only a single public 

lecture. The programming does appear to me to be "fresh" and inspiring, but I don't see it particularly 

contributing to lively and energetic neighborhoods. I see no issue with SPE's organization capacity 

whatsoever; their goals are clear and reachable. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: Somewhat - this application meets the funding criteria. This is a case of a locally headquartered 

but national arts organization seeking to bridge its local outreach with international goals. The artistic and 

cultural vibrancy is well cited, and they have additional support for this through their partnership with 

Cleveland Institute of Art, as well as the national/international connections in Idaho and Moscow. It's an 

ambitious and important photography exhibition for the photography collectors and creators. With just 

under a $1 million dollar budget and experience going back to 1962, they clearly have the organizational 

capacity to deliver on these plans. My chief concern is the local benefit. The application does not make its 

strongest case for the local effort, but it is there. They also have clearly tied their goal/measure to 

local/regional visits and membership. My struggle is whether this is enough? 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this application meets the funding criteria. The defined community in this application is 

clearly understood and served by this project. The events and gallery are open to the public. Vibrancy is 

established through the hiring of a professional photographer whose work inspires the community to 

think differently. Organizational capacity is met as shown by a dedicated staff and board to implement. 

Budget is realistic and plans are clear. The stated goal is ambitious, but also measurable. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This project seeks to present an exhibition of a well-established Chicago-based artist with a 

national reputation to the applicant's photography gallery/center to elevate the reputation of the center 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 
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and attract a larger membership and audience. The program includes a talk by the visiting artist. Other 

grants have been requested to support this program from other funders and the budget seems 

reasonable. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The project shows great potential for public benefit, but I have questions regarding the 

identified community. For example, the applicant lists the total number of participants as 5000 for this 

project, but it's unclear if this is the expected audience for the Cleveland area portion of programming or 

the entire program, including the traveling component. If the projected participants are in fact for the 

Cleveland area programming, I'm not sure how realistic the number is considering the organization's 

members from the entire state of Ohio are 117. The applicant mentions a number of specific partners to 

reach out to, and specifically cites targeted marketing efforts throughout the community - which is terrific 

- but I would have appreciated some insight into what these targeted methods entail.  This said, the 

project has the potential for exceptional artistic and cultural vibrancy. The engaged artist is highly qualified 

and the exhibit/educational component strikes me as the kind of programming that would inspire the 

community to think creatively. The organization's history of programming, and the budget itself, leave me 

confident in the applicant's ability to deliver a successful program. 

 

 

Panelist 5 


